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books. 


. , „ „ „ ud others, by Ann and Jane Joy lor and Adelaide 

The Original Poem 6 /_). Here we have another treat from 

O'Keeffe (Wells, Gardne , • & CO ) in t he shape of a centenary 

Messrs. Wells, Gardne , T j )at £ y. Lucas edits and Mr. F. D. 

edition of the Original 0 • . to the lovers of Ann aim 


, \u„ volume gives confidence to the lovers of Ann and 

Bedford l l “ stra e ® he h de]igh tful introduction we have portraits of Ann 
Jane Taylor. In ■ * * f Jane confirming her sister’s words, “I can 

and Jane, the ^ a j ways the saucy, lively, entertaining little 

remember tha J g re production of the portrait of the two young 

Ss in the National Gallery. It is interesting to consider how far the 
young generation of the pre-Victorian era, as we as the early Victorian,, 
nractically brought up upon the poems of these two gifted sisters;. 

* . . _ ^ _ r « An limr ir» rJavfnl nr in cjnrinnQ 


were 


poems which had the secret of appealing, in playful or in serious vein,, 
to the conscience, as well as to the sense of the ludicrous m children. 
Little boys and girls who learnt their Original Poems were aware, not 
only in matters of right and wrong, but in questions of public opinion;, 
they could not unconsciously make spectacles of themselves. We 
commend the volume to parents. 

Turkish Li/e in Town and Country, by L. M. Garnett (Newnes, 3/6).. 
Like all the volumes of the Our Neighbours series, this on Turkish 
Life is before all things interesting. One would like to know the 
editor’s secret for discovering persons to write upon each country 
who have the capacity for, and experience of, intimacy with that country. 
Like the other volumes, too, this is full of surprises. We need read no 
further than page 10 to discover that a Turkish woman has, as a wife, 
uncontrolled disposal and possession of her own property, and can 
will it away as she chooses, can sue or be sued, independently of her 
husband, and can sue or be sued by him. It appears it is Turkish ladies 
who buy numbers of Circassian slaves as children, and train them up 
with all indulgence and various accomplishments to womanhood — 
when an Osmanli marries one of these slaves by choice, as being less 
encumbered by conditions than an Osmanli maiden ! We wonder has 
Miss Garnett’s intimacy with Turkish ways made her the least bit of 
a partisan ? Any way, the details regarding Turkish life and thought 
are extremely interesting. 

The Schoolmaster's Year Book (Swan, Sonnenschein, 5/-). The School- 
master's Year Book has come to stay, and with regard to the right name 
or it, why does not the editor disclose his own? Then we could say, 
Th °° ^ * n ^°k’ nson (?)”as now we say, “Look it up in Crockford.” 

l 9 oo SC ° Pe 5 thC volume is s 'mply amazing. There is a list of some 
’ , , SeC ,° n ar y spools for boys, with various statistics of fees, numbers, 
written aniT’ etC ’ p> *°S ra ph i ca l details of some 9,000 masters, and a well 
bv evervnn C0 ™P re ® ns i ve review of the year which should be studied 
Act and the" 10 '| V1S ies to keep up with the progress of the Education 
the administr P 't° ein / ° f secondar y education. An able summary of 
Who w"h .o f 5 “ondary education is a real boon to persons 

of f 'Z Tt'l Wha ' has *"* <1°“' “" d ' r the 

interesting bibliograDhv of d “ catlon d “ rill 6 the past year. There is an 
other information ” P ^ educational books and magazines and “much 


raj,.. THK “ PR ” letter bag. 

* ,each " 

"ave ^ZT£ti? e sS: 

greater part of the work, while ’the pupils’ ° ften d ° ne the 

At the same time, and especiallv in cni k* S haVG remained inactive, 
and History, I think th^the or'? SUbjeCtS aS Geo S ra P h y. Literature 
right teaching For after all the esso, ‘ ls indispensable adjunct to 
important factor in educatfon LTf J ° f the teacher is a " densely 
mouth is much « 

conveyed merely by means of the printed page. H ' S 

hJ wu” 1 mUSt n0t be a subs titute for books; rather should it 

break the ground and prepare the way for the right use of books Buf in 

this matter everything depends on the parent or teacher and iust as the 

cTs om S rstt eCame d faShi0nable ° Wing t0 the reaction ’against the old 
custom of setting a dry passage from a dull book to be learned by heart 

of education™^ ^ ° D WHat iS really a " indi spensable mean^ 

With apologies for occupying so much of your space. 

Yours faithfully, 

C L. Thomson, 


Examiner in English Literature to the Central Welsh Board 
Joint- Principal of the Kensington Gardens School. 

63, Kensington Gardens, Hyde Park Square, W. 

December 1 8th, 1903. 

[We are sorry that want of space has compelled us to hold over Miss 
C. L. Ihomson s letter so long. We value this lady’s opinion because she 
has given us, through the press, various proofs of the fact that she herself 
loves books. But, has every teacher who gives an oral lesson the necessary 
literary power ? Does the ‘‘personality of the teacher ” conduce to a love 
of books, or to a love of the teacher and her “ lovely lessons’’ ? And, this- 
is the real question at issue, do oral lessons create a book-hunger, or do 
they not lead to a dependence upon lectures ? We hold with the writer 
that “ the oral lesson is an indispensable adjunct to right teaching.” The 
point is, shall oral lessons or books play th z principal part in the work of 
our schools ? We shall be glad of a further discussion of this subject. — Ed.] 


Dear Editor, — I have read with much pleasure and sympathy the 
paper on “The Education of Children in True Religion and Worship,” in 
the January number of this review. But are not the passages recom- 
mending the attendance of children at the Holy Communion, Children’s 
Eucharists, and Prayers for the Dead, out of place in the Parents' Revieit\ 
which does not, I think, undertake to publish the extreme views of any 
religious party or sect, even from the pen of a devout and thoughtful writer ? 


“P.R.” LETTKR BAG. 


, ctatp the theological objections to the practices 

This is not the P lace they embody, even if I had the ability and 

mentioned and the te 8 . of children, implied in the passages to 
inclination to do so. variance with P.N.E.U. psychology and 

which I take excep 1 ’ istent with some of the other statements in the 

teaching, and even inco ' , c ] 1 iidren* “are persons like ourselves” 

article . W, believe, !.« complex experience, in,el.ec,„al and 

they are necessa ) and )ience “there are some ideas of the 

spiritual, '' h |^ proper than others to the life and needs of the child ” 
spiritual life m P f P c ectjng children to share the religious experiences 

/duSTs^t Holy Communion and Revival Meetings, are likely to be 
I" hypocrisy and 'insincerity ” which the writer of the paper truly says 
are to be feared when children are allowed to use hymns “which portray 

.emotions far beyond their ken. , . 

Again we believe with the writer of the paper that, in spite of this 
ignorance and inexperience, a “child’s mind is nearer heaven than o urs ” 
and that “ the spiritual perceptions are never so piercing as in childhood.” 
Are we not then “despising” children, in New Testament language- 
undervaluing them when we do not recognise that because they are still 
walking in the light which for us, alas ! has faded into common day, the 
things of this earth have for them a sacramental character ? They do 
not need the Sursum Corda of the ordinance, so precious to the adult 
Christian, to lift them into another sphere for spiritual communion. If 
I may slightly alter the well-known words, I would say of them — 

‘‘Two worlds are theirs . 

’Tis only sin forb ds us to descry 
The mystic heaven and earth between 
Plain as the sea and sky.*’ 

Although I have thus expressed my strong dissent from certain passages 
in the paper, I cannot conclude without also expressing my sympathy with 
the truly Christian tone in which it is written. ] 






Dear Editor, — A member has written to me saying that she has 
eight volumes of the Parents' Review (1895-1903) to give away. Will you, 
through your columns, kindly make this known, and ask anyone who 
would like them to apply to me ? 

Yours faithfully, 

26, Victoria Street, S.W. F. Noel Armfield, Secretary. 


10R) * should be so grateful if any mother could tell me < 

a good history of the Kings of Judah, suitable for children 10 to 14. I ai 
anxious to nd one that deals clearly with the state of the country, peoph 
t i ra S ' e \ C ' } Prophets that taught, wrote and prophesied in each reigi 

mentis tv, ^ f ° rt ^ tkeir warnings and denunciations, and the punisl 

I know tw ° °^ ec * tke disregard and disobedience to their exhortation 
have no t* S ^ b ! worked out in Clews to Holy Writ , but at the presei 
course of r° ° ^ properl y m yself, but am most anxious to start tli 

— W T.VbOK. 


* Parents ’ Review , Vol. V 


P-N.E.U. NOTES. 

* Mi " "• *. SW, &lr . 

To whom all Hon. loenl v 479 Gloria. 

mailers of interest connected 1° rtf0rts 0f al1 

oj any prospectuses or other i>at>er th' ranches • also 6 copies 
«.B.-«i„dly write on one sidl\ ^ ^ 

u NKW BRANCHES. 

app '" ct ' d «“■ * — •» 

Bradford. 

Brisbane. 

CAk Po^sr NameS may be SCnt t0 Mrs - Hamilton, Blackladies, Dynas 

-.d be 

UI Ewhum ^Recto^^^GuildS^ ^ l ° MfS ' C,arke Kenned V. 
Nottingham. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

1 unrridge Wells and Dim w ttt u r- 
Mrs. Trouton, Rotherfield, Sussex (pro tern)"' Treasurer: 

frie R nd a s d r °' ^ llvi "S these districts, or having 

Street S W * t0 communica,e wi,h Mss Armfield, 26, Victoria 


Bri.gravia.-A most successful meeting was held on Feb. 3rd. Over 
SO people were present to hear Miss Buckton lecture on “ The Training of 
. nldren,” and 16 have formed a class, to meet at 11 a.m. on 

Wednesdays till Easter, at Miss Buckton’s and Miss Schefel’s school for 
training Lady Nurses and Kindergartners, 43a, Acacia Road, N.W- 
Pee for course, 10/-. The discussion meetings will continue to be held on 
alternate Ihursdays at Mrs. TufnelPs house, 46, Eaton Square, S.W. 
The annual meeting was held at 29, Tite Street, Chelsea, Mrs. Bigland 
in the chair. 1 he report and financial statement for the last year 
was read and passed, and Mrs. Kersey and Mrs. Moore- Kennedy were 
elected members of Committee. Ihe Hon. Secretary, Lady Helen Lacey, 
has been obliged by ill -health to go abroad, and all communications 
are to be directed for the present to Mrs. Almeric FitzRoy, 55, Lower 
Belgrave Street, S.W.— On Thursday, March 10th, at five o’clock, at 27, 
Lowndes Square (by kind permission of Mrs. Verity), Dr. Des Vceux will 
lecture on “ Physical Exercises.”— On Thursday, March 24th, Miss Sara 
Pattison will speak on “ The advantage of co-ordinate teaching of history 
and geography,” at three o’clock, place to be announced later. 

Birmingham. — At our third meeting Miss Faithfull gave a charming 
and suggestive address on “Older Girls.” She showed how crucial are 
the years between 15 and 20, and how at this time a sympathetic mother 
may establish her influence ; a girl needs a confidant, and she should be 
‘met with consideration and courtesy. She is very liable at this time to 
hero-worship, and Miss Faithfull pointed out the dangers of extravagant 
friendship. As regards “coming out,” it is wise to let it be a gradual 
/process, and the school routine should not be continued too late or end too 


